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Living Water Lutheran Church exists to give the triune God's pure gospel in Word and 
sacrament to thirsty souls in our congregation, our community, and the world. 

Forty days after Jesus rose from 

the dead, he ascended into 

heaven. Just as Jesus physically 

rose from the dead, almost six 

weeks later he physically “left 

them,” the verses to the right 

recall. 

Whom did Jesus leave? His 

disciples, including the eleven men 

he specifically called to be 

apostles. Those men had spent 

three years of intensive training 

under Jesus. In order to grow their 

faith and prepare them for public 

ministry, Jesus taught them. 

And what was the last thing Jesus 

did for these men before he left 

them? Luke tells us, “He lifted up 

his hands and blessed them.” 

Jesus didn’t give some big farewell 

speech about himself. He didn’t 

recall the times he put his enemies 

into their place. He didn’t 

embellish on his many miracles. 

The last thing Jesus did was bless 

his disciples. 

The disciples needed all the 

special favor from God they could 

get. They were about to do 

important, but challenging, work – 

preaching repentance and 

forgiveness of sins to all nations. 

But they would be doing this 

ministry as sinful men. Those 

sinners had made many mistakes 

during the time Jesus was with 

them, and those sinners would 

make mistakes after Jesus left 

them. So, Jesus, the Son of God, 

looked at them, lifted his hands, 

and blessed them with the divine 

favor which they needed. 

This is the kind of God and Savior 

you have. You have a God and 

Savior who not only wants to 

bless sinners from beginning to 

end but actually does bless sinners 

from beginning to end. From the 

beginning moments of your faith, 

your risen and ascended Lord 

blessed you with the benefits of 

his forgiveness. At the end of your 

life or at the end of this world 

(whichever comes first), your risen 

BLESSED—BEGINNING, MIDDLE, & END 
“He led them out as 

far as the vicinity of 
Bethany. He lifted up 

his hands and 
blessed them. And 

while he was 

blessing them, he 
parted from them 

and was taken up 
into heaven.” 

 
—Luke 24:50-51 (EHV) 



 

and ascended Lord will 

bless you with the heaven 

he has been preparing for 

you. 

And in the meantime, he 

continues to find ways to 

bless you, both spiritually 

and physically. He blesses 

you through his Word and 

his Holy Supper. He 

blesses you with friends, 

family, food, and hobbies. 

Your risen and ascended 

Lord blesses you 

beginning, middle, and end, 

because that’s the kind of 

God and Savior you have. 

When you, a disciple of 

Jesus, see a pastor lift his 

hands at the end of 

worship, think of how 

Jesus lifted his hands 

above his disciples before 

he ascended. And when 

you, a disciple of Jesus, 

hear the pastor speak the 

Lord’s blessing over you 

with lifted hands, 

remember how Jesus 

blessed his disciples before 

he ascended. Your risen 

and ascended Lord 

continues to bless you 

with everything you need 

to join him in the paradise 

of heaven. 

In our risen and ascended 

Lord, 

In Christ, 

Our worship is liturgical—each time 

we gather for worship, we use a 

liturgy.  The word “liturgy” can trace 

its roots back to Latin and Greek and 

means “public service.”  In our public 

worship, we use a pattern, or order 

of worship, to proclaim God’s Word 

and praise him. 

Our pattern of worship is based on 

the Western Rite.  The early 

Christian church developed a pattern 

of worship that included reading and 

preaching on God’s Word, the Lord’s 

Supper, and Psalms and hymns.  That 

pattern evolved as the gospel was 

spread and the Church grew.  By 

about 400 AD, the Western Rite had 

developed.  The Western Rite would 

feel familiar to us as it is the basis of 

our current pattern of worship.  

In order that the gospel might 

predominate in worship, when 

Martin Luther wrote two liturgies, he 

made changes to the Western Rite 

as it was used in his day.  The 

liturgies that we are familiar with are 

based on the Western Rite and also 

reflect Luther’s changes.  

One of the benefits of the liturgical 

worship is that it provides both 

familiarity and variety. In our current 

hymnal, there are three orders of 

worship—The Common Service, 

Service of Word and Sacrament, and 

Service of the Word.  Each of these 

follows the same basic pattern but 

contain different texts and different 

music.  We have also regularly used 

two other liturgies that were 

published in Christian Worship: 

Supplement. 

Each of the liturgies in the new 

Christian Worship hymnal will be 

very similar to the order of worship 

that we currently use—both in what 

is included in a service and the order 

of those elements.  Like our current 

liturgies, the service will begin with a 

hymn, the Invocation, and 

Confession of Sins.  Each of the new 

hymnal’s liturgies will follow the 

same progression—for example, the 

Apostles’ Creed or the Nicene Creed 

will always be spoken after the 

sermon.   

CHRISTIAN WORSHIP: LITURGIES 

Continued on the next page 



 

PRAYER 
 

Lord, hear our prayer, 

• For our members who are graduating from various levels of school, that 

you bless their instruction and be with them as they enter a new stage of 

life. 

• For graduates of Martin Luther College who will be assigned as teachers 

and staff ministers and for graduates of Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary 

who will be assigned as pastors, that you strengthen them for their 

ministries and grow your kingdom through their labor. 

• For our members who are teachers, that you give them patience and 

endurance to close the school year, keep them safe, and grant them rest 

over the summer months. 

• For our members who are grieving the loss of a loved one or struggling 

through medical issues, that you comfort them with the promise of 

heaven and encourage them by your Holy Spirit. 

• For all those who remember a friend or family member who fought and 

died for our country, that we honor their memory as upright citizens and 

give you thanks for the freedom you have given through so many men 

and women in our military. 

We pray these things in the name of our risen and ascended Lord, Jesus 

Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. Amen. 

To allow for variety in worship, there will be three different musical settings 

of the service.  The first setting is well-known to us as it is The Common 

Service.  The other two musical settings are new to us.  Some of the music 

found in the second setting has already been used in our worship services; 

the “Holy, Holy, Holy” and the “Lamb of God” that were used during the 

season of Lent came from this musical setting.  There will be other musical 

settings of the liturgy available in the digital resources; two of these are 

identical or similar to the liturgies that we currently use from the 

Supplement. 

Much more information about the hymnal can be found at 

christianworship.com. To read more and to see previews of The Service, 

visit https://www.christianworship.com/preview/service.  

DATES TO NOTE 
 

Monday, May 30— 

No Worship,  

Memorial Day 

See, he lifts his hands above; See, he shows the prints of love. 
Hark! His gracious lips bestow Blessings on his Church below. 

—CW 175 v. 4 

https://www.christianworship.com/
https://www.christianworship.com/preview/service
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WORSHIP SERVICES 
Sunday - 8:30 & 10:30 am 
Monday - 7:00 pm 
 

CONTACT US 
Church Office: 

262.895.3700  

Pastor Aaron Voss  

Pastor’s Cell Phone: 

262.330.3399 

Pastor:  

pastor@ 

livingwaterlutheran.com  

Office:  

church@ 

livingwaterlutheran.com 

Church Council: 
council@ 

livingwaterlutheran.com 

Outreach Meal Program 

Share the love of Jesus 

• Prepare or purchase a meal 

• Share with a family or individual at a time in need 

http://www.LivingWaterLutheran.com
mailto:PastorLindeman@LivingWaterLutheran.com
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